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Jeffrey de la Rosa 

1880 Morton Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90026 

Tel.323-864-7410 

Fax. 323-669-1105  

 

 

November 6, 2008     via EMAIL and FAX to: (213) 482-9511 

   

    

Ed Boks, General Manger 

City of Los Angeles 

Department of Animal Services  

221 N. Figueroa Street, 5th Floor  

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Re: Stu’s need for dental treatment  

 

Dear Mr. Boks, 

 

I am in receipt of your letter of November 6, in which you request that I accept financial 

responsibility for Stu’s treatment. I have not, however, received it by email as you indicate it was 

sent. Please send a copy via email so that I may forward it to the appropriate parties. 

 

 After further review of the applicable law, It appears to be very clear that the Department 

must render and therefore, bear the expense, for any treatment for Stu while his is in your 

custody. You may, of course, however demand payment for any medical treatment provided 

upon Stu’s release from impound according to the L.A.M.C. But you know that. 

 

 California Civil Code Section 1834 
A depositary of living animals shall provide the animals with necessary and prompt veterinary 

care, nutrition, and shelter, and treat them kindly.  Any depositary that fails to perform these duties 

may be liable for civil damages as provided by law. 

 

 I do appreciate you requesting my consent which I have given, with terms, in my 

previous letter. I’m glad that we agree that an exam by Dr. Vasquez may be the first step to 

treating Stu’s condition. You mention Stu’s ―age and condition.‖  What exactly do you mean by 

his ―condition?‖ 

 

I’ll be in Court tomorrow morning. Afterwards I can meet your transport person at 

Bobby’s at 1:30. Dr. Vasquez reopens after lunch at 2:00 p.m.  

 

You could, however, save the City the added expense, and the valuable limited time of 

your staff, and have Dr. Feldman write a 21-day prescription for Stu for Antirobe/ Clindamycin. 

That is what is indicated in these kinds of infections. At the end of 21 days, Stu can have his 

teeth cleaned.  No competent vet would do a teeth cleaning or administer anesthesia while an 
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infection is raging. How do I know this? I come from a medical family and have been a dog 

owner for 14 years. 

 

Furthermore, as you know, every veterinarian accepts the risks, if any, he may encounter 

while treating any animal. You and the City have liability on the brain. Do you ask every outside 

vet which the department uses to sign a waiver? As far as nail clipping. That could easily be 

done by Bobby’s grooming staff unless he prefers not. 

 

Since we are on the subject of Stu’s well being, I’m sure that Bobby would agree that Stu 

is lacking exercise after 3 years in prison. Perhaps you would give permission for him to be 

walked –outdoors—in the daylight. It would do him, me and you a world of good. And no, I am 

not requesting to be present or even notified that he is being walked. Bobby’s staff is quite 

competent. 

 

Please include Dr. Feldman’s field report in your reply by fax. I must leave for the 

Courthouse, now. I will check for your reply upon my return. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

Jeffrey de la Rosa 

 

 

P.S.  You should call, Ed. This has gone on long enough. 

 

   


